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Glimpses of Hope? An Interview on Access to Health in Gaza

Please share with us your general assessment of the health 
situation in the Gaza Strip. 

I would first like to stress that health is an essential basic 
human right. Health is not just about being free from diseases; 
it also entails living in an environment that is safe, healthy and 
with good mental health. Without a doubt, basic rights for 
Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip are infringed due to the 
Israeli occupation. As per international laws and the Geneva 
Convention, the Gaza Strip – despite the withdrawal and 
re-distribution plan of 2005 – still under Israeli Occupation. 
Israeli authorities control all the main crossings (air, land, and 
sea space) of the Gaza Strip. Thus, the primary responsibility for 
ensuring access to good quality health lies with Israel.
 
Within the Gaza Strip, there are key providers that form the 
health system – the first and main of which lies within the 
Palestinian Authority (ministries of health and military medical 
services). The second provider is the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), which 
in accordance with its mandate provides services to Palestinian 
refugees. Seeing that Gaza’s population is estimated to be 
around 70% refugees, UNRWA only provides primary health 
services, while civil society organizations provide primary, 
secondary, and third-level healthcare services. There are few 
private sector services consisting of specialized centers, 
pharmacies, laboratories, and small hospitals that also provide 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
exposed the fragility of the global health system. 
The below interview focuses on access to health 
in the Gaza Strip as part of a fragmented and 
already fragile Palestinian health system. Due to 
the political reality of the Israeli occupation and 
the Palestinian national division, the 
responsibility of the Palestinian health system in 
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Gaza falls under multiple actors: Israel as the 
occupying power, the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
and the de-facto authority, Hamas, in the Gaza 
Strip. Considering the impact of the military 
confrontations in May 2021 and the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, it is important to look at 
access to health in the Gaza Strip and how the 
health sector managed to cope with military 
attacks and COVID-19.

 

About the Interviewee:
Dr. Ayed Yaghi started working in the Palestinian 
Medical Relief Society (PMRS) in Gaza in 2003 
and is now the Director of the Gaza Branch. Dr. 
Yaghi worked as a urologist from 1994-2003. In 
2008, he received a master’s in Public Health 
(Management) from Al-Quds University.
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Duha Almusaddar, programme manager at the 
RLS Regional Office for Palestine and Jordan in 
Gaza, spoke with Dr. Ayed Yaghi, the Director of 
the Gaza Branch  at the Palestinian Medical 
Relief Society (PMRS) on issues related to 
access to health in Gaza Strip.



 

 
How do socio-economic factors and the political split 
impact people’s ability to access healthcare?

 
What about the health capacities in terms of hospitals, 
medical supplies, number of doctors and other 
indicators? 

How does the division of labor work between the 
above-mentioned agencies operating in the health 
sector? Are there clear policies (with division and 
occupation) regarding the health sector in Gaza?
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What are the impacts of the siege on Gaza concerning 
the provision of health services?
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What new challenges do COVID-19 and military 
aggression pose to health access?
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What emerging action/recommendation is required to 
improve access to good quality health? 

* Do you see glimpses of hope when you observe the 
health situation in Gaza?

Glimpses of Hope? An Interview on Access to Health in Gaza

November 2021|



This publication or parts of it can be used by 
others for free as long as they provide a proper 
reference to the original publication.
The content of this research is the sole responsi-
bility of the authors and can under no circum-

RLS.

 Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung Regional Office Palestine & 
Jordan
Responsible: Ute Beuck
Al Tireh St. /Nile St., Attari Bld #67, 2nd floor, (Opposite of 
the
Chinese Embassy), Ramallah, Palestine
Phone: +972 297 3302/06/46
Fax: +972 297 3345
Email: info.ramallah@rosalux.org
www.rosaluxemburg.ps
https://www.facebook.com/rlspj
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